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Fortunately, the bill included sunset 

provisions, allowing Congress to revisit 
the law, reflect on its implementation, 
and fix those parts of the law that have 
clearly become overreaching. Four 
years later, Congress has failed to seize 
the opportunity to do so. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose the 
leadership’s attempt to irresponsibly 
rush another flawed bill into law. 

Let us not repeat the mistakes of the 
past. Let us instead strike the right 
balance between our national security 
and our constitutional rights. 

At a time when so much of the world 
questions our commitment to our own 
values, I urge my colleagues to show 
the American people and the world 
that we will defend our country, but 
that we will do so in a way that pro-
tects those rights that make it worth 
defending. 

f 

OUR ECONOMIC EXPANSION 
CONTINUES 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, recent 
reports and statistics are showing that 
the American economy has rebounded 
from the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina and is back on its historic 
track of growth and productivity. 

In November, 215,000 new jobs were 
created for a total of 4.4 million new 
jobs over the last 21⁄2 years. Our econ-
omy grew at a solid 4.3 percent in the 
third quarter, and unemployment is at 
a low 5 percent rate. In addition, the 
productivity of American workers is at 
an impressive annual rate of 4.7 per-
cent, the fastest pace in 2 years. 

Mr. Speaker, this astounding eco-
nomic growth has all taken effect ever 
since we passed, and the President 
signed, the jobs and growth bill into 
law in May of 2003. 

However, we in Congress still have 
work to do. We must make these tax 
cuts permanent, cut wasteful spending, 
and create an environment so that key 
sectors of our economy, such as the 
telecommunications industry, can 
reach their full potential. 

If we continue on this path, the ulti-
mate winner will be the American peo-
ple. 

f 

THE PATRIOT ACT 
REAUTHORIZATION 

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am here today to highlight 
the contents of H.R. 3889, the Combat 
Meth Epidemic Act, which has been in-
cluded in the PATRIOT Act conference 
report. As a co-chair of the Meth Cau-
cus, I worked with our caucus members 
to craft a comprehensive meth bill that 
would attack our Nation’s meth prob-
lem on multiple fronts. While I would 
have preferred a straight up-or-down 

vote on a stand-alone meth bill, these 
meth provisions do benefit our commu-
nities. 

Meth has been attacking this coun-
try, starting on the west coast and 
moving steadily eastward. It dev-
astates communities, affecting not just 
meth users, but families, neighbor-
hoods, public health, the environment, 
and crime rates. 

This conference report takes nec-
essary steps to limit access to a key 
meth precursor, pseudoephedrine. Sig-
nificantly, it will allow for an addi-
tional prison sentence for individuals 
convicted of cooking or selling meth 
where children reside. Children are too 
often the silent victims of this drug. So 
this will help protect them by author-
izing grants to assist children who 
have been found in meth labs. 

For the first time, Congress is pass-
ing comprehensive anti-meth legisla-
tion that gives our local law enforce-
ment and communities the tools, re-
sources, and standards to protect 
themselves against the scourge of 
meth. 

f 

THE BORDER PROTECTION, ANTI-
TERRORISM, AND ILLEGAL IMMI-
GRATION CONTROL ACT 

(Mr. BEAUPREZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BEAUPREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this morning in support of H.R. 4437, 
the Border Protection, Antiterrorism, 
and Illegal Immigration Control Act, 
because I believe it is past time we 
took serious steps to secure our bor-
ders and the safety of this country. 

Rest assured, this legislation is not 
perfect nor is it a silver bullet, but it is 
a good start in terms of shutting off 
the magnet that is drawing people into 
our country to work illegally. Specifi-
cally, this bill contains provisions to 
establish the mandatory use of an em-
ployee eligibility verification program, 
designed to help employers hire only 
those who are in this country legally. 

I submit that I am just as pro-busi-
ness as anyone else in this Chamber. As 
such, I believe the Federal Government 
has a duty to provide the business com-
munity with the tools necessary to 
abide by the rules and then we need to 
enforce them. 

I believe the Border Protection Act 
takes us a big step in that direction. 

f 

FIX THE MEDICARE BENEFIT 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, hundreds of seniors in my district 
showed up to five town hall meetings I 
hosted over the past month to explain 
the Medicare drug benefit. 

For as much interest as my constitu-
ents demonstrated, they are just as 
confused and frustrated by the 
daunting task, as President Bush put it 
yesterday, of understanding and then 

choosing a drug plan from the dozens of 
plans with different premiums, 
deductibles, copayments, and lists of 
covered drugs. 

Through no fault of their own, sen-
iors are already encountering delays in 
their applications. Consequently, many 
will not receive their drug cards until 
after the sign-up deadline. 

But we should not be surprised by a 
benefit whose flawed design was the re-
sult of ideology prevailing over practi-
cality. 

It is up to us here and now to make 
sure seniors understand their benefit 
and receive, without further delay, the 
affordable, life-saving drugs they de-
serve. 

The first step should be extending 
the deadline by at least 6 months. I 
urge my colleagues to support this sim-
ple measure. 

Seniors should not be rushed or pe-
nalized as they make this very impor-
tant decision. 

f 

IRAQ SOLIDARITY DAY 
(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
Iraqis tomorrow will vote and America 
will stand firmly behind them for this 
historic milestone. While we look into 
the future, it is instructive to look 
back just a few short years. Iraqis lived 
in fear. ‘‘Freedom of expression’’ were 
three words most Iraqis thought they 
would never experience, and a brutal 
dictator oppressed millions of people. 

Now optimism and success are sweep-
ing Iraq. Hundreds of candidates vying 
for 275 representative spots are a prod-
uct of this success. In the span of a few 
short years, Iraq’s economic sector is 
setting the stage for growth. Intro-
ducing a new currency, reopening their 
stock exchange, loans to encourage 
small businesses, and infrastructure 
improvements are just a start. 

More Iraqi security forces are being 
trained every day; and today, over 
210,000 have been trained and equipped. 
The election this week is the next im-
portant step that must be taken in 
order to allow our men and women to 
begin coming home, having accom-
plished a great deal. 

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow will be a his-
toric day for Iraq, and all America will 
watch proudly as we witness freedom 
and democracy coming to reality be-
fore our eyes. 

f 

MEDICARE DRUG PLAN 
(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the 
President breezed through a senior cen-
ter yesterday, and he said, well, the 
Medicare drug plan seems perplexing, 
but he urged seniors to sign up anyway. 
It’s a good deal, he said, of the pro-
gram. 

Well, it’s a great deal for the pharma-
ceutical industry because it protects 
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their profits, and they get subsidies. 
It’s a fabulous deal for the private in-
surance industry because they are get-
ting subsidized to offer plans which 
they can change on a daily basis in 
terms of senior benefits, and seniors 
can only sign up once a year; but it 
isn’t necessarily a good deal for many 
seniors. So the President gave bad ad-
vice. 

Very low-income seniors, yes, they 
should, if they are not covered by an-
other plan, look very carefully at their 
options and probably sign up. Others 
with very high prescription drug costs 
who don’t have another plan, perhaps, 
but some would be losers under this 
plan. Many others, it is questionable 
whether they should sign up, and the 
government is not making it easy for 
them. 

Minimally, we should extend the pen-
alty deadline. After all, if the pharma-
ceutical companies and the insurance 
companies can change the seniors’ ben-
efits on a daily basis, why is it seniors 
can only sign up for one plan a year, 
can’t change plans and will be penal-
ized if they don’t sign up by May? 

f 

b 1030 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to stress America’s need for bor-
der security reform. We should be sup-
porting those who enforce our laws, not 
rewarding those who break them. I be-
lieve our border security problem can 
be managed and controlled, but to do 
so, we need the vital assistance of our 
local and State governments. 

Local law enforcement personnel see 
the repercussions of illegal immigra-
tion every day, but unfortunately, they 
do not have the clear authority to han-
dle this problem, nor do they have the 
infrastructure and financial resources 
to turn illegal immigrants over to Fed-
eral authorities. This has to change. 

The House version of our border secu-
rity plan cannot be complete without 
language to help local authorities en-
force our laws. My friend and colleague 
from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) has intro-
duced the CLEAR Act, and I am a 
proud cosponsor of this legislation. 

As we debate immigration reform, we 
must remember that illegal immigra-
tion is both a national and a local 
problem, and our solutions must assist 
law enforcement at all levels. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD STAY IN SES-
SION UNTIL IT EXTENDS EN-
ROLLMENT PERIOD FOR PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUG PLAN 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 
this House should not adjourn for the 

year before we extend the enrollment 
period for seniors to sign up for the Re-
publican Medicare prescription drug 
plan. I did not support the law, because 
I favored a benefit within the actual 
Medicare program. Instead, Repub-
licans chose a plan that forced seniors 
to choose from multiple plans. 

President Bush and congressional Re-
publicans say it is necessary to have 
multiple drug plans competing in order 
to help drive down costs, but a report 
from the Government Reform Com-
mittee says the complicated drug ben-
efit has failed to lower drug prices. The 
prices available to seniors are over 80 
percent higher than those negotiated 
by the Federal Government for vet-
erans and 60 percent higher than the 
prices available to consumers in Can-
ada. 

Instead of lowering drug prices, the 
new prescription drug plan has resulted 
in mass confusion for seniors. Seniors 
should have the time to make the best 
choice for themselves rather than be 
penalized if they do not make a deci-
sion by May 15. 

We should extend the deadline by 6 
months before we leave for the year 
and support the Stark-Schakowsky 
bill, H.R. 3861. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES HOLMES, JR., 
SECOND HARVEST VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. James Holmes, Jr., for 
being named America’s Second Harvest 
Food Bank 2005 Volunteer of the Year. 

Mr. Holmes is the founder of the 
community garden at the Children’s 
Home in Winston-Salem, North Caro-
lina. For the past 7 years, he used land 
at the Children’s Home to grow 70,000 
pounds of fresh produce to feed the 
hungry. 

When Mr. Holmes started this project 
at age 76, he had never planted a seed 
in his life. Nevertheless, he pursued 
this project with a passion. As a former 
board member at the Children’s Home, 
he convinced them to donate 3 acres for 
the garden and to allow staff to assist 
with the farm equipment. 

Mr. Holmes is to be commended for 
his tremendous efforts. He raised the 
start-up funding to purchase supplies, 
recruited and trained hundreds of vol-
unteers, and invested thousands of dol-
lars of his own money to buy a tractor 
and build a storage building and irriga-
tion system. Each year, he organizes 
the planting of the garden, schedules 
people to volunteer twice a week and 
joins the crews that work through the 
hot summer months and into the fall 
harvest. 

It is an honor to have compassionate, 
caring, and hardworking people like 
James Holmes, Jr., in the Fifth Dis-
trict. 

HIGH ENERGY PRICES 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, as 
this body prepares to adjourn for the 
year, we have an opportunity to look 
back at what the people’s House has 
done for the American people. The an-
swer, when it comes to addressing sky-
rocketing energy prices, is not much, 
especially for those most in need. 

As winter weather settles in around 
the country, millions of American fam-
ilies are facing skyrocketing home 
heating prices with even greater im-
pact if cold temperatures persist into 
the spring. Americans are also feeling 
the effects of soaring energy prices at 
the gas pump. The double burden of 
these added expenses will be far too 
much for many families. 

Rather than taking the opportunity 
to address these costs for those most in 
need, the Republican leadership in-
stead gave billions of dollars in tax 
breaks to those who need it least, big 
oil and gas companies that have posted 
not just record profits but the largest 
profits in the history of the world. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress should not 
leave this year without repealing those 
tax breaks for big oil and converting 
the savings to low-income and senior 
Americans that need the help the most. 

f 

HELP DEFEND THE RESPECT OF 
CONGRESS 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, as elected of-
ficials, we hold ourselves to the highest 
standards. As Members of Congress, we 
pledge to defend the Constitution and 
uphold the laws of the United States. 
We are elected to serve the public 
trust. A breach of law by a Member of 
Congress is a serious offense that 
should have very serious consequences. 

Taxpayers should not pay for the re-
tirement benefits of a Member of Con-
gress convicted of a felony. That is why 
I am introducing the Congressional In-
tegrity Act of 2005, to restore trust in 
the Congress. It is joined by 12 other 
majority Members, moderates and con-
servatives for reform. 

This important ethics legislation will 
lead us back to integrity in public life. 
The Congressional Integrity Act of 2005 
would deny a congressional pension to 
any Member convicted and denied final 
appeal on a range of crimes directly re-
lated to their public duties, including 
bribery, including illegal compensa-
tion, including fraud, solicitation and 
tax evasion. 

Mr. Speaker, similar legislation 
passed the House in 1996 by a vote of 
391–32. It is time to finally pass this 
important reform. 
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